
 

 

 

   
helpline@defra.gov.uk 
www.gov.uk/defra 

 

 
15 October 2025  

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Rapid Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) on Litylenchus crenatae 

I am writing to seek your views on a UK Pest Risk Analysis for Litylenchus crenatae, the 

causative agent of beech leaf disease. A link to the rapid PRA can be found at the website 

given below: 

https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/pest-risk-analyses/  

We would welcome your views and comments on the PRA and the proposals for 

future action. 

In submitting any comments you may wish to focus on the summary, key uncertainties and 

conclusion sections of the risk assessments and to consider the following: 

• Are any factual corrections required? 

• Your view on the appropriateness of the suggested proposals for future actions? 

• Can you provide any additional information (or links to other sources of information) 
that may help address uncertainty identified in the assessment/management 
measures? 

• Are there any risks that have not been adequately considered? 

• Have you reviewed the risk assessment and consider that you have nothing further 
to add?  

This review applies to the UK and is being conducted by the Department for Environment 

Food and Rural Affairs, with the agreement of the Scottish Government, Welsh Government 

and Northern Ireland Government. The objective of this stakeholder engagement is to gather 

views from all interested sectors on the UK position. We will take all comments made into 

account in developing the UK position. 

This PRA has been drafted as part of the EPPO Jens-Georg Unger Plant Health 

Fellowship (EPPO, 2024), and as such will also help determine if EPPO should 

recommend this pest for regulation as a quarantine pest. 

https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/pest-risk-analyses/


Background 

Litylenchus crenatae is a nematode pest and causative agent of beech leaf disease (BLD) 

in Japan, Canada and the USA. Since the detection of BLD in the USA in 2012, this foliar 

nematode pest has spread quickly across beech (Fagus) forests in North America (in 3 

years the spread covered an area the size of the UK) where it is causing significant 

environmental damage. There can be a high disease incidence in infected areas causing 

concern about the impacts to ecosystems resulting from its establishment, and about 

possible future economic impact in American beech timber production valued for flooring, 

veneer and furniture. The mortality rate is generally higher on smaller trees, but large trees 

can die after a number of years, suggesting cumulative effects. 

The PRA has considered pathways involving plants for planting, imported plant parts such 

as branches, wood with bark, seeds, contamination on clothing, footwear or baggage and 

natural spread. Most pathways are considered very unlikely, though with some uncertainty 

due to lack of knowledge. However, the greatest risk is associated with the import of plants 

for planting from areas where the pest is present, even though this is partially mitigated by 

current legislation. 

This PRA shows that relevant hosts are widely distributed across the UK and wider EPPO 

region. Secondly, some parts of the UK and the wider EPPO region have a climate that 

based on the evidence available, would be highly suitable for the pest. Therefore, the 

nematode is likely to be able to establish within the UK and EPPO region should it enter 

the territory. The pest is causing damage within a climate very similar to the PRA area and 

there are no clear abiotic or climatic barriers to its establishment, spread or damage 

potential within the UK or the wider EPPO region. The cryptic nature of the first years of 

infection and the nematode’s presence within the buds of dormant trees means once 

detected the pest is likely to have spread within a wide region of the initial finding. 

In the UK Fagus is used less for timber and more for specialist use such as for flooring, 

veneer and furniture, and economic impacts were rated as moderate. Environmental 

impacts are a key concern however. Tree mortality, as reported in the USA, is likely to be 

seen if L. crenatae were to establish in the UK and Fagus is a keystone species playing an 

important part in ecosystems. Social impacts are also rated highly as beech is the fifth 

most important broadleaf tree in the UK and is found in parks and gardens throughout the 

UK. Because of the very visible and distinctive symptoms the disease presents, public 

awareness and concern is likely to be high, and the outbreak in the USA has already been 

reported in major news outlets in the UK.  

Recommendations for action 

While there are still many unknowns about this recently identified pest, there is concern 

that similar damage to that caused in North America on American beech could be seen on 

European beech should the pest establish in the UK. It is recommended that statutory 

action be taken on any findings, and that consideration be given to addressing open 

pathways relating to imports of plants for planting and plant parts. 



All responses should be sent to plantpestsrisks@defra.gov.uk  

Responses should be received by 7 January 2026. 

Information provided in response to this stakeholder engagement, including personal 

information, may be made available to the public on request, in accordance with the 

requirements of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and the Environmental 

information Regulations 2004 (EIRs) 

If you do not wish your response, including your name, contact details and any other 

personal information, to be publicly available, please say so clearly in writing when you send 

your response to the stakeholder engagement. Please note that if your computer 

automatically includes a confidentiality disclaimer, this will not count as a confidentiality 

request. Please explain why you need to keep details confidential. We will take your reasons 

into account if someone asks for the information under freedom of information legislation. 

However, we cannot guarantee that we will always be able to keep those details confidential. 

Yours faithfully, 

Richard McIntosh 
Assistant Chief Plant Health Officer 
Defra 
T: +44 (0)208 026 2396 
M: +44 (0)7767 357817 
richard.mcintosh@defra.gov.uk 
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