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In this edition you can find information on: 

• Update to the medium-risk host list of Xylella fastidiosa 
• Moving large oak trees – submit movement records by end of April 
• Plants labelled ‘Gunnera manicata’ may be an invasive alien species 
• High risk plants entering Northern Ireland 
• e-Learning for growers and traders moving plants and seeds for planting 

from GB to NI 
• Reminder - Attaching UK plant passports in the EU 
• UK interceptions of quarantine pests 
• Seasonal pests and diseases 
• Information on the Defra plant health portal 

 

Update to the medium-risk host list of 
Xylella fastidiosa 

Defra held a consultation at the end of 2023 on planned updates to the medium-
risk host list of Xylella fastidiosa. 

New stringent measures against Xylella were introduced from 2021 in Annex 7 
of the retained Implementing Regulation 2019/2072. These measures increased 
the restrictions and requirements for the import of high-risk host plants, Polygala 
myrtifolia, Coffea sp., Olea europaea, Prunus dulcis, Lavandula sp., Salvia 
rosmarinus and Nerium oleander, to reduce the chances that Xylella is 
introduced into Great Britain. Measures were also introduced against medium-
risk host plants of Xylella. 

The issue: 

 



Multiple findings of new Xylella hosts, as well as taxonomic changes of existing 
hosts, have occurred in recent years. The Government intends to ensure that its 
plant health regime continues to address the risks facing Great Britain. As a 
result, in response to these changing risk profiles, we propose an updated list of 
medium-risk host plants to enhance the level of protection against the risk of 
Xylella entering Great Britain via imported plants. This will complement existing 
protections, including the key mitigations already in place against the highest 
risk hosts. No changes are proposed for the high-risk host list. 

 

Find out more 

 

Xylella fastidiosa foliar symptoms on re-growth. Photo courtesy E. Birchall 
APHA. 

 

Moving large oak trees – submit 
movement records by end of April 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL2xhdGVzdC1uZXdzL3Jlc3BvbnNlLXRvLXh5bGVsbGEtc3Rha2Vob2xkZXItZW5nYWdlbWVudC8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDI0LjkzODA4NDcxIn0.WeAfsRJsHpTRCA6bpOSoYyQudruYGw-FCdv1Js5YnJY%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877834583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h7osxN9%2BOeGPlF3lhyQubf0mCRGSgAsS8sw9dwm%2BJSw%3D&reserved=0


A reminder that if you are a Professional Operator moving large oak trees (girth 
at 1.2m above the root collar of 8cm or more) in the South East of England Oak 
Processionary Moth management zone, there are new policy requirements in 
place. You must keep accurate records of the details of those receiving large 
oak trees, including the delivery address and contact details, and store this 
information for a minimum of three years to ensure traceability of movements. 
The information can be recorded using the Post planting Inspections form which 
can also be found alongside more information on the biosecurity requirements 
on the Restrictions on trade and movement of oak trees section of the OPM 
GOV UK webpage. 

If you are in the Established area or Buffer zone and moving large oak trees, 
you should send your large oak movement records to APHA Plant Health 
Service at treehealthtracing@apha.gov.uk, speak to your Plant Health Inspector 
if you need more information on what to send in. 

 

Plants labelled ‘Gunnera manicata’ may 
be an invasive alien species 

This information is designed for businesses growing, selling, and/or transporting 
Gunnera. The advice provided concerns compliance with the Invasive Alien 
Species Regulation, not Plant Health Regulations. If you have any further 
questions, please contact the Non-native Species Inspectorate 
at nnsi@apha.gov.uk. 

Recent scientific evidence (see here and here) has given Defra reason to 
believe that plants in trade considered to be Gunnera manicata are a hybrid of 
the invasive alien species Gunnera tinctoria. This hybrid has been named 
‘Gunnera x cryptica’. 

Invasive alien species are invasive non-native species that have been 
demonstrated to have the potential to negatively affect biodiversity, human 
health, or the economy. It is a criminal offence to (among other things) 
intentionally keep, breed, grow, cultivate, permit to reproduce, transport, sell, or 
release into the environment an invasive alien species. Restrictions that apply to 
invasive alien species also apply to their hybrids, in this case to Gunnera x 
cryptica.   

To ensure that you are not trading in an illegal species, Defra recommends that 
you seek to confirm the species identity of your Gunnera through genetic 
testing. Without confirmation that plants are not a hybrid of Gunnera 
tinctoria, there is a risk of plants being seized by the Non-native Species 
Inspectorate.   

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..vFTXYBNm2rIV8IKJwx5taZnYdNCV_KbWWADmxZG5nWI%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877847012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xgso4h14d7yAFuKknMn6wLG1LTC%2FgnR02VhCnacrtF8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..7UMvYw48nt2NWyI4oqmDJvBQHaM4YErABv3hA7qpA9w%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877856543%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FRLHyfmhK4IIteJPqN6QPEBEoKOMwp%2BKDWNO0A%2BXILQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:treehealthtracing@apha.gov.uk
mailto:nnsi@apha.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYnJpdGlzaGFuZGlyaXNoYm90YW55Lm9yZy9pbmRleC5waHAvYmliL2FydGljbGUvdmlldy8xMjkvMTY0IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQyNC45MzgwODQ3MSJ9.62vFEj-gH-l2qENRovRDzCQv0R-cHTWQxUhwxuOwYjI%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877863877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=euZA8Ki9RY4xf211oDLA8AkM0magi5XnScOd1yWOtSc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vam91cm5hbHMucmJnZS5vcmcudWsvcmJnZXNpYi9hcnRpY2xlL3ZpZXcvMTk5OC8xOTE3IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQyNC45MzgwODQ3MSJ9.7Gnr50n-ma0DjJ81cV8uA0gxKvqjKxNAqYYw3HBthDg%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877869856%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n773FDJYwhmF8zthdoiSVr3PF6XtqucchwKHCFi1%2BDI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5vbm5hdGl2ZXNwZWNpZXMub3JnL25vbi1uYXRpdmUtc3BlY2llcy9pbmZvcm1hdGlvbi1wb3J0YWwvdmlldy8xNjQ3IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQyNC45MzgwODQ3MSJ9._pdGRnGmby1DTFuwUEhBAi4DsZLIp1yKXVpLfZei6yk%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877875789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bc0tBkzH0vYF4RRFIA8maM2WIFXQzSgOpyp7AkAe2M0%3D&reserved=0


 

Find out more 

 

High risk plants entering Northern 
Ireland 

Several interceptions have recently been made of prohibited high-risk plants, 
including Jasmin, Cherry and Willow, into Northern Ireland from Great Britain, 
on Northern Ireland Plant Health Labels. The high-risk plants listed in Annex I 
of Regulation 2018/2019 are prohibited from export to the European Union 
pending a risk assessment by the European Food Safety Authority. Due to 
Northern Ireland remaining part of the European Union’s sanitary and 
phytosanitary area, it also implements Regulation 2018/2019. 

Working collaboratively with industry, Defra has identified over 40 prohibited 
species important to trade and submitted technical dossiers for those species to 
the European Commission for assessment. Species that have had dossiers 
submitted pending approval remain prohibited. 

To see a full list of dossiers submitted and approved for entry into Northern 
Ireland, and links to legislation setting out import/movement conditions can be 
found on the plant health portal. 

 

e-Learning for growers and traders 
moving plants and seeds for planting 
from GB to NI 

The Northern Ireland plant health label (NIPHL) scheme is a way for growers 
and traders in Great Britain (England, Scotland and Wales) to move certain 
products to Northern Ireland. Like the UK plant passport scheme, the NIPHL 
scheme makes sure checks for pests and diseases are carried out and goods 
can be traced. This means growers and traders can move these goods with a 
NIPHL and without a phytosanitary certificate, as long as they are destined to 
remain in NI. 

Defra and the Horticultural Trades Association (HTA) are pleased to now be 
able to offer e-Learning to support growers and traders. The objective of this e-
learning is to ensure businesses are aware of the processes and requirements 
of the NIPHL scheme. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5vbm5hdGl2ZXNwZWNpZXMub3JnL2xlZ2lzbGF0aW9uL3NwZWNpZXMtb2Ytc3BlY2lhbC1jb25jZXJuL2d1bm5lcmEtZmFxIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQyNC45MzgwODQ3MSJ9.lp1YZ6WgESbANJFGfxRcyWkn4jchezLdxtBV89yAuko%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877881390%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xVWHVmTSe37TvKZn2GY5bTr026dh1Lg5jDkyPi81Eko%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZXVyLWxleC5ldXJvcGEuZXUvbGVnYWwtY29udGVudC9FTi9UWFQvUERGLz91cmk9Q0VMRVg6MzIwMThSMjAxOSZmcm9tPUVOIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQyNC45MzgwODQ3MSJ9.PkzrmF9m5UcqN93tTESD5Yzi54YEqaOc-KIm-Wg-wZI%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877886940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rGY52BdRJO1AdIYKOQx2QTPrsPvJKdy4qcpLcyhId6A%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL3RyYWRlL2V4cG9ydHMvZXhwb3J0cy10by10aGUtZXUvZXhwb3J0LW9mLWhpZ2gtcmlzay1wbGFudHMtdG8tdGhlLWV1LTIvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQyNC45MzgwODQ3MSJ9.zFqIYUVuEU0-W97hkZcA9uR-ugb2uAlBjPiTfqVTgiA%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877892400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V5QjEi6mxxHTdgciYJTRYnpEvjuy%2BkAQvpeyJXNq0kM%3D&reserved=0


You do not need to be a member of the HTA to access this e-Learning. Simply 
click on this link HTA | Defra NIPHL e-Learning, fill in your contact details and 
you will be sent a link to the e-Learning. 

 

Reminder - Attaching UK plant 
passports in the EU 

In May 2023 we updated businesses about the above as following a review, the 
Plant Health Services in Great Britain agreed to extend an easement that allows 
draft UK Plant Passports to be attached in EU Member States on plants for 
planting intended for final users. The easement will not be extended past 
30 June 2025. 

This means EU plant suppliers will still be able to attach labels with details 
necessary for UK Plant Passports in the EU on plants for planting intended for 
final users until 30 June 2025. This easement excludes propagators. Details on 
what must be done are on the Defra Plant Health Portal factsheet see section 6. 

While the temporary easement allows for labels with UK Plant Passport 
information to be attached in EU Member States, the UK Plant Passport will not 
be valid until a visual check has been made and recorded by the UK 
Professional Operator. It will be necessary for the Professional Operator to 
record that the visual examinations have been conducted and that the 
requirements of the UK Plant Passport scheme have been met. Find out more 
on the UK Plant Health Information Portal 

 

UK interceptions of quarantine pests 

You can find details of recent interceptions we’ve made on plants and plant 
material to date in 2024 Non-compliance data - UK Plant Health Information 
Portal (defra.gov.uk) 

 The data gives a good overview of current pests and diseases that could pose 
a threat to businesses, growers and traders. 

So far during 2024, you will see instances of Phytophthora ramorum on plants 
from the EU. 

 

See our latest interceptions 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vaHRhLm9yZy51ay90cmFpbmluZy9kZWZyYS1uaXBobC1lLWxlYXJuaW5nIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQyNC45MzgwODQ3MSJ9.7B4_OvGj1E-cKviK6fWiTTJs_OHLQqnIPWNMmN97ykg%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877897827%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aIShihiOVd3H%2Fhf9J9pPuQpFdnG9q0vqGSmbOcKia2k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL3RyYWRlL3BsYW50LXBhc3Nwb3J0cy9mYWN0c2hlZXQtdGhlLXBvc3QtdHJhbnNpdGlvbi1wZXJpb2QtYW5kLXBsYW50LXBhc3Nwb3J0cy8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDI0LjkzODA4NDcxIn0.vYKuu7DxWBvK-SfTWSUFa0MBao--QqIe2AEwUkwa_14%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877903168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jbl0aCVe7AbbYgkPyCszKy%2FAYoQO7d4u00RA3vJEymw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL2xhdGVzdC1uZXdzL2Vhc2VtZW50LW9mLXRoZS1hdHRhY2htZW50LW9mLXVrLXBsYW50LXBhc3Nwb3J0cy1pbi1ldS1tZW1iZXItc3RhdGVzLWV4dGVuZGVkLWZvci0yNC1tb250aHMvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDUyMy43NzE0MTUyMSJ9.nmA_Z_xiHaaNiGQoMyR3ql65tr6Q_ZW-G1oFKThUML4%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F203555223414-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877908606%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p3aUVIJ0G6VVkdxTEbtgA4gZJ0c%2BApI1BZcBKcW55wc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL3RyYWRlL2ltcG9ydHMvbm9uLWNvbXBsaWFuY2UvMjAyNC1ub24tY29tcGxpYW5jZS1kYXRhLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MjQuOTM4MDg0NzEifQ.0m4pgNge4budJd24Wqxd-8VA-oxltIR18VfK94BMrm4%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877914208%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JB2hmUUiXXTQuAYJ4V9bGAr5fHQrKPKBJL0Busx2WAQ%3D&reserved=0
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Seasonal pests and diseases 

Help us prevent these pests and disease from entering and being spread in the 
UK. We have included information on various pest threats below, which you 
need to be aware of: 

Forest and ornamental trees 

Phytophthora ramorum 

Phytophthora ramorum is a serious fungus-like pathogen causing damage to a 
wide range of trees and plants in Europe and the USA. In the EU, P. ramorum 
has been recorded as present in Belgium, Czech Republic (eradicated nursery 
finding), Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain 
(including Mallorca), Sweden and the UK (including the Channel Islands). 
Elsewhere in Europe, P. ramorum has also been recorded in Norway and 
Switzerland. 

Please also see Forest Research Ramorum disease (Phytophthora ramorum) - 
Forest Research resource with picture of P ramorum on larch trees. 

If you suspect Phytophthora ramorum, please report it via Reporting a 
pest/disease 
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Photo courtesy of E. Birchall, APHA. 

Edible crops 

Quarantine thrips 

Thrips-palmi (melon thrips) is a pest of a wide range of vegetables and 
ornamentals such as aubergine, chrysanthemum, cucumber, peppers and 
tomatoes. It is unlikely to establish outdoors in the UK. Outbreaks in protected 
crops can rapidly build into heavy infestations. 

Thrips palmi is native to South and Southeast Asia and has spread widely 
through tropical and subtropical regions. The pest is frequently intercepted in a 
number of European countries, including the UK due to the long-distance trade 
of host species. Cut flowers, fruit and vegetables from the known distribution are 
considered the main pathway for the insect to enter the UK. 

Meloidogyne fallax is a root-knot nematode, which is damaging to turf and 
certain crops including potatoes, carrots, and leeks. M. fallax is not categorised 
as a quarantine pest because it is present in GB. Its distribution is limited, but 
there have been a few recent outbreaks in sports turf. The main risk posed by 
M. fallax is to UK agriculture and specifically potatoes, therefore it is listed in the 
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GB plant health legislation as a regulated non-quarantine pest (RNQP) on seed 
potatoes. Seed potatoes must be free of M. fallax. 

 

Photo courtesy of EPPO. 

 

Information on the Defra plant health 
portal 

The UK Plant Health Information Portal offers a wide range of information to 
everyone to use as a resource. Defra have refreshed and produced a range of 
new and update pest and disease information. 

Also on the Defra plant health portal are: 

Contingency plans for a range of pests and diseases. Contingency plans 
strengthen protection against plant pests and diseases inland includes a 
commitment to develop effective contingency plans and clear governance to 
help eradicate or minimise the impact when outbreaks occur. And the 
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UK Plant Health Risk Register which you can download and manipulate the data 
to help you make risk-based decisions on plants you buy and trade in to others 

  

   

Get in touch 

Always check your plants for symptoms. If you suspect disease, or have any queries, 
please speak to your local plant inspector or contact PHSI HQ 
(planthealth.info@apha.gov.uk or 0300 100 0313). 

  

You can also get social with us: 

    

   

    

 

  

Please contact the APHA.CorporateCommunications@apha.gov.uk mailbox if you no longer 
wish to receive these email notifications 

   

APHA is an Executive Agency of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and also works 
on behalf of the Scottish Government, Welsh Government and Food Standards Agency to safeguard 

animal and plant health for the benefit of people, the environment and the economy. 

    

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL3Blc3RzLWFuZC1kaXNlYXNlcy91ay1wbGFudC1oZWFsdGgtcmlzay1yZWdpc3Rlci8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDI0LjkzODA4NDcxIn0.PfPAKvow6ck4SxFe0Eq-yH6kFw8GMhAFE0KHwQiaJJQ%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877974261%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zDQIrMdZAJMuo%2F%2FZ%2FhynhIS5JYUMqg1Qfvt0L3NJ0Ho%3D&reserved=0
mailto:planthealth.info@apha.gov.uk
mailto:APHA.CorporateCommunications@apha.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdHdpdHRlci5jb20vQVBIQWdvdnVrIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQyNC45MzgwODQ3MSJ9.qd_nwpxmAzoXtaMny8fDRbx1_hyspW6KF54R5_AnwW0%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877979590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RVSi4mvCoRgBTnpLxDRofZqWRj1Zj2jZ6r4hAVGEycQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmxpbmtlZGluLmNvbS9jb21wYW55L2FwaGFnb3Z1ay8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDI0LjkzODA4NDcxIn0.zwF2z8sfG0bDyb3JNwFg0_XsNF6KYQR3h7gK9Cy5pwg%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877984954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p05%2Bl%2FHdB3lHW6fZMkyIVetD2SIhnCOSEo9sfZGyhWw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhY2Vib29rLmNvbS9BUEhBR292LyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MjQuOTM4MDg0NzEifQ.DSj0AyPC0HlK2agp82Rcjo90ABvw7p9WDnz6qJRwHsw%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F241269010363-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7Cd9ebe45dbabd4e15536808dc647742f5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638495711877990212%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zU4VhvVA4ZWu2wt73Dt67qD68JSBVdHZ33SX35%2BjdwA%3D&reserved=0

