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In edition No.47, you can find information on: 

• Requirements of UK plant passporting  
• Windsor Framework – Northern Ireland plant health label (NIPHL) 

scheme 
• Moving large oak trees 
• Legislation for spring 2024  
• UK interceptions of quarantine pests 
• Seasonal pests and diseases 
• Information on the Defra plant health portal 

 

Requirements of UK plant passporting  

Every business that works with plants must be registered as a professional 
operator. If you move regulated plant material in Great Britain, you also need to 
be authorised to issue UK plant passports, which must be applied for annually. 

UK plant passporting covers all plants for planting, some seeds and seed 
potatoes. Find out more about registering as a professional operator and getting 
authorisation to issue plant passports. 

Please note that if you are authorised to issue UK plant passports, you must 
ensure records are kept of plant passports received and issued and ensure 
plants are inspected on your site for quarantine plant pests and diseases. If 
such a pest or disease is detected, do not issue UK plant passports, but contact 
APHA or your local inspector. 

Quarantine or non-indigenous pests or diseases include Bemisia tabaci or 
Bacterial Spot and Canker of Prunus (Xanthomonas arboricola pv pruni)  

 

Find out more 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL3BsYW50LXBhc3Nwb3J0cy9hbS1pLWEtcHJvZmVzc2lvbmFsLW9wZXJhdG9yLyM6fjp0ZXh0PUlmJTIweW91JTIwZ3JvdyUyMHBsYW50cyUyMGluLHZpZXclMjB0byUyMG1ha2luZyUyMGElMjBwcm9maXQpLiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMzAuODkzNDY4NzEifQ.qVChbjyHME8pO2gFr_Bnvt_4LH3Z3rGATXJqXCc13So%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487029278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jwmqe5dA83CzzKKqpPNaLXvWunrtTg%2BAZMPlzllQScQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL3BsYW50LXBhc3Nwb3J0cy9hbS1pLWEtcHJvZmVzc2lvbmFsLW9wZXJhdG9yLyM6fjp0ZXh0PUlmJTIweW91JTIwZ3JvdyUyMHBsYW50cyUyMGluLHZpZXclMjB0byUyMG1ha2luZyUyMGElMjBwcm9maXQpLiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMzAuODkzNDY4NzEifQ.qVChbjyHME8pO2gFr_Bnvt_4LH3Z3rGATXJqXCc13So%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487029278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jwmqe5dA83CzzKKqpPNaLXvWunrtTg%2BAZMPlzllQScQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lmdvdi51ay9ndWlkYW5jZS9pc3N1aW5nLXBsYW50LXBhc3Nwb3J0cy10by10cmFkZS1wbGFudHMtaW4tZ3JlYXQtYnJpdGFpbiNyZWdpc3Rlci1hcy1hLXByb2Zlc3Npb25hbC1vcGVyYXRvci1hbmQtZ2V0LWF1dGhvcmlzZWQtdG8taXNzdWUtdWstcGxhbnQtcGFzc3BvcnRzIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDEzMC44OTM0Njg3MSJ9.zF7aCUhwQLu-AbYKgH4bDtWh7dCdTwjltZ688bqAPPA%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487042266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wj77zoOz4n0OPkjEuZ1U4SET540%2FmDIGCAP4LTfNpR4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lmdvdi51ay9ndWlkYW5jZS9pc3N1aW5nLXBsYW50LXBhc3Nwb3J0cy10by10cmFkZS1wbGFudHMtaW4tZ3JlYXQtYnJpdGFpbiNyZWdpc3Rlci1hcy1hLXByb2Zlc3Npb25hbC1vcGVyYXRvci1hbmQtZ2V0LWF1dGhvcmlzZWQtdG8taXNzdWUtdWstcGxhbnQtcGFzc3BvcnRzIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDEzMC44OTM0Njg3MSJ9.zF7aCUhwQLu-AbYKgH4bDtWh7dCdTwjltZ688bqAPPA%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487042266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wj77zoOz4n0OPkjEuZ1U4SET540%2FmDIGCAP4LTfNpR4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lmdvdi51ay9ndWlkYW5jZS9jb250YWN0LWFwaGEjcGxhbnQtaGVhbHRoLXJlcG9ydHMtYW5kLW90aGVyLXF1ZXJpZXMiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTMwLjg5MzQ2ODcxIn0.gMQ2yyGe_Sm0vojj8jLYaInuyVw-UBHOCEDrjZKiPCw%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487051317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dywUmALA0RnRohQW0cb46WfJOzIQ%2FxNwJPEA5nPTOs0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lmdvdi51ay9ndWlkYW5jZS9jb250YWN0LWFwaGEjcGxhbnQtaGVhbHRoLXJlcG9ydHMtYW5kLW90aGVyLXF1ZXJpZXMiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTMwLjg5MzQ2ODcxIn0.gMQ2yyGe_Sm0vojj8jLYaInuyVw-UBHOCEDrjZKiPCw%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487051317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dywUmALA0RnRohQW0cb46WfJOzIQ%2FxNwJPEA5nPTOs0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL2Fzc2V0cy9mYWN0c2hlZXRzL0JlbWlzaWEtdGFiYWNpLURlZnJhLVBsYW50LVBlc3QtRmFjdHNoZWV0LUZlYi0yMDE3LTIucGRmIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDEzMC44OTM0Njg3MSJ9.1BPnkHCf4GkPIdLAJFUm-yG8XAJRqcCeyo3E6b5L_co%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487059623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qWYpH5aj1mifGs1aoMmsFiIK95j0ardXGB9t%2FSCZRk4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL2Fzc2V0cy9mYWN0c2hlZXRzL1guLWFicmljb2xhLXB2LXBydW5pLUZhY3RzaGVldC1BY2Nlc2liaWxpdHktdmVyc2lvbi5wZGYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTMwLjg5MzQ2ODcxIn0.ZhSjcAT6i27rG_Wv3ipQxmO2nz-CIEoB_0pfrURtukE%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487068511%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JPtXme4OnLJqkCv9aQ0mnCJOOOe5bwQEusJNKZJNFxE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lmdvdi51ay9ndWlkYW5jZS9pc3N1aW5nLXBsYW50LXBhc3Nwb3J0cy10by10cmFkZS1wbGFudHMtaW4tZ3JlYXQtYnJpdGFpbiNyZWdpc3Rlci1hcy1hLXByb2Zlc3Npb25hbC1vcGVyYXRvci1hbmQtZ2V0LWF1dGhvcmlzZWQtdG8taXNzdWUtdWstcGxhbnQtcGFzc3BvcnRzIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDEzMC44OTM0Njg3MSJ9.qGoOOmKMvziJP203qL79D3BY7GTGulUajNqY-tCioz8%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487079055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wIUICvGa8dwAUCXmHs5cD7eek1S%2FGRuZT9DNBX2YPL0%3D&reserved=0


 

Bemisia tabaci larvae stages on a leaf. Photo courtesy of EPPO.  

 

Windsor Framework – Northern Ireland 
plant health label (NIPHL) scheme 

Over 200 GB businesses have been authorised to move goods to Northern 
Ireland via the NIPHL scheme since it launched in October. The scheme 
enables plants for planting, seeds, seed potatoes, and used agricultural 
and forestry machinery to be moved from Great Britain (GB) to Northern 
Ireland (NI) between professional operators, without requiring phytosanitary 
certification. Any of these goods moving from GB to NI must have either a 
NIPHL or a phytosanitary certificate.  

For more information about the NIPHL scheme and how to apply, please see 
Defra's guidance: Moving plants from Great Britain to Northern Ireland 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lmdvdi51ay9ndWlkYW5jZS9tb3ZpbmctcGxhbnRzLWZyb20tZ3JlYXQtYnJpdGFpbi10by1ub3J0aGVybi1pcmVsYW5kIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDEzMC44OTM0Njg3MSJ9.n1TeULbPjYTIpKo86rn6uGBGfa2P_edEo9LvvR_--eA%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487089791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vRYdxTR5YxAAlCJBxNzwIVwlvDa0i4uGElS6gLn6NNw%3D&reserved=0


If you are already using the scheme, please ensure that you understand and 
comply with all the requirements. In addition to some goods arriving in NI 
without either a NIPHL or a phytosanitary certificate, issues have also been 
reported with documentation not being completed correctly. The NI operator 
receiving the goods must provide pre-movement notification to DAERA by 
submitting a Common Health Entry Document (CHED) on TRACES NT. They 
need information from the GB operator to do that. The guidance linked to above 
explains what information you must provide and how to do so. 

If you have any queries about the NIPHL scheme, or you also trade used 
agricultural or forestry machinery and would be interested in attending an 
industry roundtable event please email traders@defra.gov.uk 

Template and example NI plant health labels below: 

 

Please note: The QR code (which must be included in part D) is provided when 
your authorisation is confirmed. The QR code shown above is a dummy 
example. 

 

Moving large oak trees 

A reminder that if you are a professional operator moving large oak trees (girth 
at 1.2m above the root collar of 8cm or more) in the Southeast Oak 
Processionary Moth management zone, there are new policy requirements in 
place. You must keep accurate records of the details of those receiving large 
oak trees, including the delivery address and contact details, and store this 
information for a minimum of three years to ensure traceability of movements. 
The information can be recorded using the Post planting Inspections form which 
can also be found alongside more information on the biosecurity requirements 
on the Restrictions on trade and movement of oak trees section of the OPM 
GOV UK webpage. 

If you are in the Established area or Buffer zone and moving large oak trees, 
you can send your large oak movement records to 
treehealthtracing@apha.gov.uk. 

mailto:traders@defra.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYXNzZXRzLnB1Ymxpc2hpbmcuc2VydmljZS5nb3YudWsvbWVkaWEvNjQzNjkxNTI4Nzc3NDEwMDBjNjhkODQwLzIwMjNfem9uZXNfd2l0aF8xMGttX2V4Y2x1c2lvbl96b25lLnBkZiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMzAuODkzNDY4NzEifQ.MI_nn1_xdcZIPWlsoulH7nRidoGZLhxsomoCqN2uF7I%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487098367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6%2BGtqU068xn3ScAhCV8U5uvlmSA2dYNWw4mbjrEZaU8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYXNzZXRzLnB1Ymxpc2hpbmcuc2VydmljZS5nb3YudWsvbWVkaWEvNjQzNjkxNTI4Nzc3NDEwMDBjNjhkODQwLzIwMjNfem9uZXNfd2l0aF8xMGttX2V4Y2x1c2lvbl96b25lLnBkZiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMzAuODkzNDY4NzEifQ.MI_nn1_xdcZIPWlsoulH7nRidoGZLhxsomoCqN2uF7I%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487098367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6%2BGtqU068xn3ScAhCV8U5uvlmSA2dYNWw4mbjrEZaU8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..qafbBYWOx7A8IOEo93bD_Xl-zwwqiu6901_yQ43qcuc%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487106122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rLpUKVlGBpoCyc93DdDMV5SdBFYlPmnSST6vAXKH4Mg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Ye4-lH3YGOSxIKXCB3yDY_dAjxVfrtj6QAJkt-5dOIg%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487117236%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wQMyy4U9iz2UQn6lJegaq30Q4eLebFSUN3MT2g4xtAw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:treehealthtracing@apha.gov.uk
mailto:treehealthtracing@apha.gov.uk


 

Oak Processionary Moth caterpillar nest low down on a mature oak tree. Photo 
credit: E. Birchall, APHA 

 



Legislation for spring 2024  

In May 2024, Great Britain’s Plant Health Services will introduce new pest 
measures.   

From 31 May 2024, certain pest and trade-facilitating legislative changes will 
come into force. The proposed changes include: 

• Regulating two Chrysobothris beetle species that attack a wide range of 
deciduous trees (please find details of the stakeholder 
engagement currently open on the proposed import requirements on host 
plants, wood and woodchips from the USA and Canada. Checks on the 
affected wood and woodchips will be at 100%). 

• Providing specific import requirements for the introduction of spruce 
Christmas trees from Norway, not intended for the market, for short-term 
display only. 

From 9 November 2024, the remaining proposed changes will come into force. 
This includes: 

• Listing certain pests, based on preliminary assessments, as provisional 
quarantine pests. 

• Regulating the seed of Solanum sisymbriifolium, known as sticky 
nightshade, as a known host of the regulated non-quarantine pest Potato 
spindle tuber viroid (PSTVd). Checks on this good increase from 1% to 
5%. 

Please see a Q&A document as well as a summary of the proposed legislative 
changes for more information. 

The World Trade Organisation have been notified of the proposals. If you have 
any comments or questions, email planthealth@defra.gov.uk. 

 

UK interceptions of quarantine pests 

You can find details of recent interceptions we’ve made on plants and plant 
material on the 2023 Non-compliance data - UK Plant Health Information Portal 
(defra.gov.uk). The data gives a good overview of current pests and diseases 
that could pose a threat to businesses, growers and traders. 

During 2023, the quarantine pest Bemisia tabaci was detected numerous times 
on Poinsettia plants (Euphorbia pulcherrima), Primula and Solanum 
pseudocapsicum from the EU, along with the damaging bacterial spot and 
canker by Xanthomonas arboricola pv. pruni on Prunus plants. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL3Blc3RzLWFuZC1kaXNlYXNlcy9wZXN0LXJpc2stYW5hbHlzZXMvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDEzMC44OTM0Njg3MSJ9.qiIn4qkyQzWXY43Pi7Hbu31b-bf4J8tE4_AvSI5wj5A%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487129097%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7b%2FuFKVp6Ylp9zIAJ6WwLjEtrRNxg%2BeWjN%2Bh0MRFyik%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL3Blc3RzLWFuZC1kaXNlYXNlcy9wZXN0LXJpc2stYW5hbHlzZXMvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDEzMC44OTM0Njg3MSJ9.qiIn4qkyQzWXY43Pi7Hbu31b-bf4J8tE4_AvSI5wj5A%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487129097%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7b%2FuFKVp6Ylp9zIAJ6WwLjEtrRNxg%2BeWjN%2Bh0MRFyik%3D&reserved=0
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See our latest interceptions 

 

Seasonal pests and diseases 

Help us prevent these pests and disease from entering and being spread in the 
UK. We have included information on various pest threats below, which you 
need to be aware of: 

Forest and ornamental trees 

Spotted Lanternfly 

Lycorma delicatula is a plant-hopper bug, commonly known as the ‘spotted 
lanternfly’, that is reported to be native to northern China. It was introduced to 
Korea in 2004 and the USA in 2014 where it is invasive. It feeds on a wide 
range of fruit, ornamental and woody trees, with tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus 
altissima) being one of its preferred hosts. The latter tree has become popular in 
the UK for planting along city streets, in urban parks and in landscaping 
schemes. Spotted lanternflies can be spread long distances by people who 
move infested plant material or items containing the cryptic egg masses. If 
introduced to the UK, this pest could have impacts on vineyard, orchard, and 
horticultural industries. 

If you suspect Spotted Lanternfly, please report it via Reporting a pest/disease 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL3RyYWRlL2ltcG9ydHMvbm9uLWNvbXBsaWFuY2UvMjAyMy1ub24tY29tcGxpYW5jZS1kYXRhLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMzAuODkzNDY4NzEifQ.bYS_-C63zo_DMvrFZa92l6lK7wHE30nrWxk9NqloHw8%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487179912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z9GN5ZmEIyo0jq7KMFJnd%2B4x%2Fjj9vpn2Mddu1kAWoHE%3D&reserved=0
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Spotted Lanternfly egg mass. Photo courtesy of EPPO. 



 

Spotted Lanternfly adult wings open. Photo courtesy of EPPO. 

Edible crops 

Quarantine bacterial diseases of potato 

Ring Rot of potatoes is caused by a bacterial pathogen Clavibacter sepedonicus 
that can potentially cause serious loses to potato growers and potato seed 
producers. The disease is favoured by cool climates and could easily establish 
under UK conditions. 

Ring rot of potato is found in north America, parts of Asia and Russia. Across 
Europe and has been reported from the following countries: Bulgaria, Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Romania, Slovak Republic, Slovenia and Sweden. Clavibacter 
sepedonicus is currently absent from the UK, although it has been intercepted 
several times on imported ware potatoes. There have been outbreaks in the UK 
with the first occurring in 2003/4 on a farm in Wales and a further outbreak in 
ware potato crops in 2013. The outbreaks were both linked to the import of 
infected seed potatoes from Europe and were successfully eradicated. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL2Fzc2V0cy9mYWN0c2hlZXRzL1JpbmctUm90LUZhY3RzaGVldC1GaW5hbC12ZXJzaW9uMi5wZGYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTMwLjg5MzQ2ODcxIn0.YGblo5gH99QSseIEGtpoNPW3blIVIKdREGRDCdUGQEc%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487206877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TInlcrk%2B%2F9bVkNUgAF3Rxmp1qMgTLkAeUHIz6KpaBYE%3D&reserved=0


 

Ring rot. Photo courtesy of EPPO. 

Brown Rot of potato is caused by the bacterium Ralstonia solanacearum and is 
a regulated quarantine disease of potato in the UK. Yield losses are mostly 
caused by tuber rotting and, in many warmer areas of the world, it is one of the 
main limiting factors in potato production. If allowed to become established in 
potato crops in the UK, the effect on our seed-potato industry could be 
substantial, especially for exports. It has a wide host range, affecting other 
crops, ornamental plants and some weed species. Once established, the costs 
of control could also be high. Control of this disease requires vigilance from all 
sectors of the industry, from growers through to merchants, packers, and 
retailers. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL2Fzc2V0cy9mYWN0c2hlZXRzL1BsYW50LVBlc3QtRmFjdHNoZWV0LWJyb3duLXJvdC1maW5hbC5wZGYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTMwLjg5MzQ2ODcxIn0.QKemJOTgrq0ubGRN9rR4cN0VgH2TCKBesuFmI0qAED4%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487214915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=61FGOPCUJqrJVFJFF%2BudWfdVsvt6JWPa%2FfSr8fPI%2FJM%3D&reserved=0


 

Brown rot. Photo courtesy of EPPO. 

Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit virus (ToBRFV) 

ToBRFV is a notifiable and economically damaging virus. Fruit generally suffers 
from discoloration (e.g. chlorotic marbling and dark spots), uneven ripening, 
deformation, reduced size, and necrotic patches or spotting. 

Yield losses of between 25 and 70% have been reported, largely due to the fruit 
being unmarketable, and the loss of production period as plants reduce in vigour 
and die prematurely. Additional costs can be incurred through removal of 
infected crops and cleaning of the glasshouse. 

Read more about outbreaks in GB of ToBRFV update September 2023 - UK 
Plant Health Information Portal (defra.gov.uk) and regulation. The virus is 
notifiable, please report any findings. 

Symptoms on tomato fruit: 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcGxhbnRoZWFsdGhwb3J0YWwuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL2Fzc2V0cy9mYWN0c2hlZXRzL1RvQlJGVi1mYWN0c2hlZXQtdjQucGRmIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDEzMC44OTM0Njg3MSJ9.GU2pPGKS-uZli9bE7se2O7UXpUnT1ytb63lP0aCm0nA%2Fs%2F3002875946%2Fbr%2F236199884950-l&data=05%7C02%7Cedward.birchall%40apha.gov.uk%7C36dd11b4583b475cb13c08dc219c8bf4%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638422203487222704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8AyTx0hGMqNJX2dE5%2BpnNjx9ym7s2qHrjgsr80S9dBg%3D&reserved=0
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Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit virus (ToBRFV). Photo courtesy of EPPO. 

 

Information on the Defra plant health 
portal 

The UK Plant Health Information Portal offers a wide range of information to 
everyone to use as a resource. Defra have refreshed and produced a range of 
new and update pest and disease information. 

Also on the Defra plant health portal are: 

Contingency plans for a range of pests and diseases. Contingency plans 
strengthen protection against plant pests and diseases inland includes a 
commitment to develop effective contingency plans and clear governance to 
help eradicate or minimise the impact when outbreaks occur. And the 

UK Plant Health Risk Register which you can download and manipulate the data 
to help you make risk-based decisions on plants you buy and trade in to others 

  

   

Get in touch 
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Always check your plants for symptoms. If you suspect disease, or have any queries, 
please speak to your local plant inspector or contact PHSI HQ 
(planthealth.info@apha.gov.uk or 0300 100 0313). 

  

You can also get social with us: 

    

   

    

 

  

Please contact the APHA.CorporateCommunications@apha.gov.uk mailbox if you no longer 
wish to receive these email notifications 

   

APHA is an Executive Agency of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and also works 
on behalf of the Scottish Government, Welsh Government and Food Standards Agency to safeguard 

animal and plant health for the benefit of people, the environment and the economy. 
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