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11 December 2025 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Stakeholder engagement response regarding the update to the 
Xylella medium-risk host list 

Thank you for submitting views on the planned update to the medium-risk host list for 

Xylella fastidiosa (Xylella). This letter is to notify you of the outcome. 

Background  

Xylella is a bacterium which causes disease in a wide range of commercially grown plants 

such as grapevine, citrus, olive and several species of broadleaf trees widely grown in the 

UK, as well as many shrubs and herbaceous plants. The pathogen is currently absent from 

the UK, but we remain concerned about the possibility of Xylella arriving in the UK.  

Stringent measures against Xylella were introduced from 2021 in the assimilated 

Phytosanitary Conditions Regulation 2019/2072. These measures increased the 

restrictions and requirements for the import of high-risk host plants. Measures are also 

applied to the medium-risk host plants of Xylella. The last update of the medium-risk host 

list was completed in early 2024 and published on the Plant Health Portal (see here). 

Proposal 

Since the last update in 2024, changes such as taxonomic revisions and additional host 

findings have occurred to the medium-risk host list. We proposed an updated list of 

medium-risk host plants (see the Appendix below) to enhance the level of protection 

against the risk of Xylella entering the UK via imported plants.  

Please note that no changes are proposed for the high-risk host list (Coffea, Polygala 

myrtifolia, Lavandula, Nerium oleander, Salvia rosmarinus, Prunus dulcis, Olea europaea), 

these were included by error in the appendix of the original letter. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2019/2072#reference-key-d3a214cdf788badd02415c2e4ae53919
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/trade/imports/imports-from-the-eu/genus-and-species-riskhierarchy/xylella-host-risk-levels/


Summary of responses 

One response was received from a plant nursery. They noted the proposed changes but 

highlighted that they did not feel that unrooted cuttings and tissue culture (those deemed 

to be medium- or high-risk hosts) should be in the same bracket of risk. They explained 

that more mature subjects pose far more risk of carrying Xylella, due to the longer 

timeframes that they have been held and the potential for being in outside conditions 

rather than in cosseted environments, and that the risks of potential infection of the 

unrooted cutting or tissue culture are so much less. 

Thank you for this response. We consider all plants for planting as generally presenting a 

higher risk of pest introduction than other commodities. This is because, firstly, plant pests 

can survive, and possibly reproduce, on their living hosts or in growing media during 

transport of the plants for planting. Secondly, once at destination, the plants will remain 

planted or be replanted, facilitating survival and possible spread of the pest when hosts are 

likely to be nearby.  

The risk factors that you have described are reflected in the current legislation. Seeds are 

already exempt from the Xylella requirements on a risk basis. Import checks on other host 

material are also conducted on a risk basis. There are also risk-based requirements in place 

to address the risk of Xylella on plants in tissue culture in specific circumstances (see entry 

2(d) in Part B of Annex 7 in the Phytosanitary Conditions Regulation which applies to plants 

grown in vitro).  Lastly, the role of growing plants in protected environments as opposed to 

outdoors is reflected in the requirements (e.g. entry 2(c)(i)(bb) in Part B of Annex 7). 

Next steps 

The response received did not object to the proposed changes to the medium-risk host list. 

Defra and the Scottish and Welsh Governments therefore intend to implement these 

changes from 31 January 2026. I would like to thank those responding for taking the time to 

submit views on the stakeholder engagement. Your comments have been very valuable in 

working to develop a policy position. If you have any views about how this review was 

handled, or its outcome, please let me know. 

Yours faithfully, 

Richard McIntosh 
Assistant Chief Plant Health Officer 
Defra 
T: +44 (0)208 026 2396 
M: +44 (0)7767 357817 
richard.mcintosh@defra.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2019/2072#reference-key-d3a214cdf788badd02415c2e4ae53919
mailto:richard.mcintosh@defra.gov.uk


Appendix - Changes to the medium-risk host list of Xylella 
 

Current host list Proposed host list Justification 

Acacia Acacia 
 

Acer Acer 
 

Adenocarpus lainzii Adenocarpus  Genera-wide hosts  
Ailanthus altissima New host 

Albizia julibrissin  Albizia julibrissin  
 

Alnus rhombifolia  Alnus rhombifolia  
 

Amaranthus retroflexus  Amaranthus retroflexus  
 

Ambrosia Ambrosia 
 

Ampelopsis arborea  Ampelopsis arborea  
 

Ampelopsis brevipedunculata  Ampelopsis brevipedunculata 
 

Ampelopsis cordata  Ampelopsis cordata  
 

Anthyllis barba-jovis Anthyllis barba-jovis 
 

Anthyllis hermanniae  Anthyllis hermanniae  
 

Arbutus unedo Arbutus unedo 
 

Argyranthemum frutescens Argyranthemum frutescens 
 

Artemisia Artemisia 
 

Asparagus acutifolius  Asparagus acutifolius  
 

Athyrium filix-femina Athyrium filix-femina 
 

Baccharis Baccharis 
 

Berberis thunbergii Berberis thunbergii 
 

Brassica Brassica 
 

Broussonetia papyrifera   Host removed 

Calicotome spinosa  Calicotome spinosa  
 

Calicotome villosa  Calicotome villosa  
 

Callicarpa americana  Callicarpa americana  
 

Callistemon citrinus  Melaleuca citrina  Taxonomy change 

Calluna vulgaris Calluna vulgaris  
 

Calocephalus brownii Leucophyta brownii Taxonomy change 

Carya Carya 
 

 
Castanea sativa New host 

Catharanthus roseus Catharanthus roseus 
 

Celtis occidentalis  Celtis occidentalis  
 

Cercis canadensis  Cercis canadensis  
 

Cercis occidentalis  Cercis occidentalis  
 

Cercis siliquastrum  Cercis siliquastrum  
 

Chamaecrista fasciculata  Chamaecrista fasciculata  
 

Chenopodium album  Chenopodium album  
 

Chionanthus Chionanthus 
 

Chitalpa tashkentensis  x Chitalpa tashkentensis Taxonomy change 

Cistus Cistus 
 

Citrus Citrus 
 

Clematis cirrhosa  Clematis cirrhosa  
 

Clematis vitalba Clematis vitalba 
 

 
Clinopodium nepeta New host 

Coelorachis cylindrica  Coelorachis cylindrica  
 



 
Coleonema album New host 

Conium maculatum  Conium maculatum  
 

Convolvulus cneorum  Convolvulus cneorum  
 

Coprosma repens  Coprosma repens  
 

 
Cornus sanguinea New host 

Coronilla valentina Coronilla valentina 
 

Cortaderia selloana Cortaderia selloana 
 

Cyperus eragrostis    Host removed 

Cytisus Cytisus 
 

Digitaria Digitaria 
 

Dimorphoteca ecklonis Dimorphoteca ecklonis 
 

Dimorphoteca fruticosa Dimorphoteca fruticosa 
 

Diospyros kaki  Diospyros kaki  
 

Diplocyclos palmatus  Diplocyclos palmatus  
 

Dittrichia viscosa Dittrichia viscosa 
 

Dodonaea viscosa  Dodonaea viscosa 
 

 
Echinospartum lusitanicum New host 

Echium plantagineum Echium plantagineum 
 

Elaeagnus angustifolia  Elaeagnus angustifolia  
 

Elaeagnus x submacrophylla Elaeagnus x submacrophylla 
 

Encelia farinosa  Encelia farinosa  
 

Eremophila maculata  Eremophila maculata  
 

Erica cinerea Erica cinerea 
 

Erigeron Erigeron 
 

Eriocephalus africanus Eriocephalus africanus 
 

Erodium moschatum  Erodium moschatum  
 

Erysimum hybrids Erysimum hybrids 
 

Euphorbia chamaesyce  Euphorbia chamaesyce  
 

Euphorbia terracina  Euphorbia terracina  
 

Euryops chrysanthemoides  Euryops chrysanthemoides 
 

Euryops pectinatus Euryops pectinatus . 
 

Fagus crenata  Fagus crenata  
 

Fallopia japonica  Reynoutria japonica Taxonomy change 

Fatsia japonica  Fatsia japonica  
 

Ficus carica  Ficus carica 
 

Frangula alnus  Frangula alnus  
 

Fraxinus Fraxinus 
 

Gazania rigens Gazania rigens 
 

Genista Genista 
 

Ginkgo biloba  Ginkgo biloba 
 

Gleditsia triacanthos Gleditsia triacanthos  
 

Grevillea juniperina  Grevillea juniperina  
 

 
Grevillea rosmarinifolia New host  
Halimium New host 

Hebe Hebe 
 

Helianthus Helianthus 
 

Helichrysum Helichrysum 
 

Heliotropium europaeum  Heliotropium europaeum  
 



Hemerocallis Hemerocallis 
 

Hevea brasiliensis    Host removed 

Hibiscus Hibiscus 
 

Humulus scandens  Humulus scandens  
 

Hypericum androsaemum Hypericum androsaemum 
 

Hypericum perforatum Hypericum perforatum 
 

Ilex aquifolium  Ilex aquifolium  
 

Ilex vomitoria  Ilex vomitoria  
 

Iva annua  Iva annua  
 

Jacaranda mimosifolia  Jacaranda mimosifolia  
 

Jacobaea maritima Jacobaea maritima 
 

Juglans Juglans regia Host status narrowed down to 
species-level 

Juniperus ashei  Juniperus ashei  
 

Koelreuteria bipinnata  Koelreuteria bipinnata  
 

Lagerstroemia Lagerstroemia 
 

Laurus nobilis  Laurus nobilis  
 

Lavatera cretica Malva multiflora Taxonomy change 

Ligustrum lucidum  Ligustrum lucidum  
 

Liquidambar styraciflua  Liquidambar styraciflua  
 

Lonicera implexa Lonicera Genera-wide hosts 

Lonicera japonica  

Lupinus aridorum Lupinus aridorum 
 

Lupinus villosus Lupinus villosus 

Magnolia grandiflora  Magnolia grandiflora  
 

Magnolia x soulangeana Magnolia x soulangeana 
 

Mallotus paniculatus Mallotus paniculatus 
 

Medicago arborea  Medicago arborea  
 

Medicago sativa  Medicago sativa  
 

 
Mentha suaveolens New host 

Metrosideros Metrosideros 
 

Mimosa Mimosa 
 

Modiola caroliniana  Modiola caroliniana  
 

Morus Morus 
 

Myoporum  Myoporum  
 

Myrtus communis  Myrtus communis  
 

Nandina domestica  Nandina domestica  
 

Neptunia lutea  Neptunia lutea  
 

Olea (other than Olea 
europaea which is regulated 
as a high-risk host of Xylella) 

Olea (other than Olea 
europaea which is regulated 
as a high-risk host of Xylella) 

 

Parthenocissus quinquefolia  Parthenocissus quinquefolia 
 

Paspalum dilatatum  Paspalum dilatatum  
 

Pelargonium Pelargonium 
 

Perovskia abrotanoides   Taxonomy change to Salvia 
species (covered below) 

Persea americana  Persea americana  
 

Phagnalon saxatile  Phagnalon saxatile  
 

Phillyrea angustifolia  Phillyrea angustifolia  
 



Phillyrea latifolia  Phillyrea latifolia  
 

Phlomis fruticosa  Phlomis fruticosa  
 

Phlomis italica Phlomis italica 
 

Phoenix reclinata  Phoenix reclinata  
 

Phoenix roebelenii  Phoenix roebelenii  
 

Pinus taeda  Pinus taeda  
 

Pistacia vera  Pistacia vera  
 

Plantago lanceolata  Plantago lanceolata  
 

Platanus Platanus 
 

Pluchea odorata  Pluchea odorata  
 

 
Polygala × grandiflora nana New host 

Prunus (other than Prunus 
dulcis which is regulated as a 
high-risk host of Xylella) 

Prunus (other than Prunus 
dulcis which is regulated as a 
high-risk host of Xylella) 

 

Psidium Psidium 
 

Pteridium aquilinum Pteridium aquilinum 
 

 
Pyracantha coccinea New host 

Pyrus Pyrus 
 

Quercus Quercus 
 

Ratibida columnifera  Ratibida columnifera  
 

Retama monosperma Retama monosperma 
 

Rhamnus Rhamnus alaternus Host status narrowed down to 
species-level 

Rhus Rhus 
 

Robinia pseudoacacia Robinia pseudoacacia  
 

Rosa Rosa 
 

Rubus Rubus 
 

Ruta chalapensis Ruta chalapensis 
 

Ruta graveolens Ruta graveolens 
 

 
Salix atrocinerea New host 

Salvia (other than Salvia 
rosmarinus which is regulated 
as a high-risk host of Xylella) 

Salvia (other than Salvia 
rosmarinus which is regulated 
as a high-risk host of Xylella) 

 

Sambucus Sambucus 
 

Santolina  Santolina  
 

Sapindus saponaria  Sapindus saponaria  
 

Sassafras Sassafras 
 

Scabiosa  Scabiosa atropurpurea var. 
maritima 

Host status narrowed down to 
species-level  

Senecio inaequidens New host 

Setaria magna  Setaria magna  
 

Solidago fistulosa  Solidago fistulosa  
 

Solidago virgaurea  Solidago virgaurea  
 

Sorghum halepense    Host removed 

Spartium Spartium 
 

Stewartia pseudocamellia Stewartia pseudocamellia 
 

Strelitzia reginae  Strelitzia reginae  
 

Streptocarpus hybrids Streptocarpus hybrids 
 

Symphyotrichum divaricatum  Symphyotrichum divaricatum 
 



Syringa vulgaris Syringa vulgaris 
 

Teucrium capitatum  Teucrium capitatum  
 

Thymus vulgaris Thymus vulgaris 
 

Trifolium repens  Trifolium repens  
 

Ulex Ulex 
 

Ulmus Ulmus 
 

Vaccinium Vaccinium 
 

Viburnum tinus Viburnum tinus 
 

Vinca Vinca 
 

Vitex agnus-castus Vitex agnus-castus 
 

Vitis Vitis 
 

Westringia fruticosa  Westringia fruticosa  
 

Westringia glabra  Westringia glabra  
 

Xanthium strumarium  Xanthium strumarium  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


