
Bactrocera fruit flies 
(including B. dorsalis and B. zonata) 

 

 

Bactrocera fruit flies cause fruit losses in a 

range of crops including apple, cherry, 

peach, plum and pear.  

They can be spread internationally via the 

trade of infested fruit and vegetables. 

Bactrocera species are native to tropical 

and sub-tropical regions, but there have 

been outbreaks in less tropical areas. They 

are not present in the UK. Bactrocera species 

are regularly intercepted with imported fruit 

and vegetables in the UK. 

Adult flies: 

• are between 5 and 11mm long 

• are black or reddish-brown with yellow 

or brown markings 

Larvae: 

• are between 5 and 15mm long 

• are a cylindrical maggot shape 

Look out for discolouration around puncture 

marks on fruit, emergence holes on the 

surface and feeding damage within fruit. 

If you suspect it, report it by visiting 

https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/ or use 

the QR code. 

 

 
Adult Bactrocera dorsalis © Crown copyright 

 
Puncture mark on mango caused by Bactrocera dorsalis 
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Larval feeding damage of infested mango by Bactrocera 
dorsalis © Crown copyright 
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