
Rice root nematodes  
(Non-European Hirschmanniella spp.) 

 

 

Damaging pests of rice, but may be found 

on many other plants (polyphagous). 

Spread through trade in plants for planting. 

Regularly found on imports of aquatic 

ornamental plants. 

Native to Asia, but there are records from 

North and South America and Africa, mainly 

in tropical / sub-tropical areas. Species of 

concern are absent from Europe 

(including the UK).  

Key facts: 

• rice root nematodes enter plant roots 

from the soil or water to feed 

• root infection shows as lesions – 

yellow to brown in colour 

• heavily infected roots may decay 

Look out for stunted root systems. Most 

likely to be seen in the UK on imported 

aquatic ornamental plants. 

If you suspect these pests, report them by 

visiting https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/ 

or use the QR code. 

 

 
Vallisneria (aquatic plant) root damage, caused by 
Hirschmanniella caudacrena © Crown Copyright 

 
Root decay on Vallisneria caused by Hirschmanniella 
caudacrena © Crown Copyright 

 
Roots of rice: on left infected with Hirschmanniella 
oryzae, on right not infected © ZunThuZar Maung from 
EPPO 
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