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Welcome to the second newsletter on plant passporting from the Plant Health and Seeds 

Inspectorate (PHSI). This edition gives you updates on the new emergency measures against Xylella 

fastidiosa. We hope you find the content interesting and useful. If you have questions, please speak 

to your local inspector. 

Kind regards, 

Edward Birchall, 

Principal Plant Health & Seeds Inspector 

New emergency measures against Xylella fastidiosa 

The EU Plant Health Standing Committee on Tuesday 24 

November voted in favour to implement new measures against 

Xylella fastidiosa (X. fastidiosa), a devastating bacterial disease 

of a large host range and now present in parts of southern Italy, 

Corsica and limited parts of mainland France. This means that the 

current EU Decision 2015/789 will need to be updated or 

replaced. You may have seen news on X. fastidiosa in the trade 

press, from trade associations such as the Horticultural Trades 

Association (HTA) and there was an item in the first edition of the 

Plant Health: Plant Passporting Updates in mid-August. 

 
An example of symptoms of Xylella 

fastidiosa ‘Bacterial leaf scorch’ on 

Nerium oleander. 

The information below gives further details of the new Decision and some of the conditions such as 

adding some new hosts to the plant passporting regime (also includes Prunus and Quercus). Please 

read the guidance carefully, so you are aware of the contents and why measures are being taken 

against X. fastidiosa by the EU Commission. 

There will also be requirement on Member States to conduct official surveys annually for X. fastidiosa 

and report back to the EU Commission. 

More details on the new emergency measures 

The EU Plant Health Standing Committee has agreed to update current emergency measures 

against this pathogen, to reflect the evolving situation in Italy and France, and to improve the level of 

preparation of the other EU Member States. 

The new Decision will take effect around the end of 2015 (as soon as it is published in the EU Official 

Journal) and will update the current Emergency Decision (2015/789/EU). PHSI will keep you 

informed of the changes and when they come into force. 

The current Decision (2015/789) sets out measures to detect X. fastidiosa and to take certain actions 

in response to findings. A Defra factsheet is available on the Fera website, and the Forestry 

Commission and European Commission websites are also helpful sources of further information. 
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Main changes to the Decision agreed by the Standing Committee 

at its November meeting include: 

 A list of ‘Host plants’ in Annex II. These are the plant 
species that have been shown within the EU to be hosts of 
the subspecies/strains of X. fastidiosa detected in the EU. 
New hosts are being confirmed on a regular basis in Italy 
and France and so a list of hosts will now be maintained on 
a Commission database, rather than in the Decision itself. 
This will facilitate rapid updating and improve clarity about 
the confirmed hosts. Such hosts will automatically be 
added to the longer list of ‘specified plants’ referred to in 
Annex I of the Decision. Annex I includes those 
genera/species known to be hosts of any subspecies/strain 
of X. fastidiosa, not just those identified in the EU. 

 Contingency plans – all EU member states must now 
maintain contingency plans, to help with preparedness. 

 Planting prohibition in demarcated areas – the planting of 
‘host plants’ remains prohibited in demarcated areas, but 
there is now a derogation available to plant such hosts in 
the Italian containment area within Lecce. The derogation 
is only available for scientific trials to investigate, for 
example, possible resistance to X. fastidiosa. 

 Movement restrictions for demarcated areas – ‘specified 
plants’ must continue to meet stringent requirements (e.g. 
grown under physical protection, with treatments and 
inspections) to be moved from demarcated areas, but a 
derogation has been introduced for Vitis (vine) plants that 
are moved in a dormant state and have been subject to hot 
water treatment; European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
has concluded that such treatment would eliminate any X. 
fastidiosa present. 

 
Example of X. fastidiosa on Cherry 

 

 

 

 

 
Example of X. fastidiosa on Cherry 

 

 

 

 

 
Example of X. fastidiosa on Almond 

 Plant passporting – a new plant passporting obligation has been introduced, requiring that the 
movements of all ‘host plants’ across the EU must be accompanied by a plant passport, down 
to the retail sale stage. A list of the genera/species that are currently considered to be ‘host 
plants’ is available below, but this list will change over time as new hosts are confirmed and 
added to the Commission’s database. APHA and their equivalents in the Devolved 
Administrations will be working with relevant businesses to ensure the necessary 
authorisations are in place. 

 Raising of awareness – all EU member states must carry out targeted awareness campaigns 
to inform the trade and public about the threat from X. fastidiosa. Relevant publicity material is 
already available within the UK, but the UK Plant Health Services will be reviewing this and 
ensuring that information is targeted as effectively as possible. 

The UK Plant Health Services include X. fastidiosa in their surveillance programmes of plants 

imported from outside the EU, those being moved within the EU and those being grown in the wider 

environment. Those in the industry are also urged to remain vigilant and to source material carefully. 



 

List of ‘host plants’ as of 25 November 2015 

Xylella fastidiosa subsp. multiplex 

Acer pseudoplatanus L. 

Cistus monspeliensis L. 

Cistus salviifolius L. 

Cytisus racemosus (syn Genista x spachiana racemosa) 

Genista ephedroides DC. 

Hebe species 

Lavandula angustifolia Mill. 

Myrtus communis L. 

Pelargonium graveolens L'Hér 

Polygala myrtifolia L. 

Prunus cerasifera Ehrh. 

Quercus suber L. 

Rosmarinus officinalis L. 

Spartium junceum L. 

Xylella fastidiosa subsp. "undefined" 

Coffea species 

Xylella fastidiosa subsp. pauca 

Acacia saligna (Labill.) Wendl. 

Asparagus acutifolius L. 

Catharanthus species 

Myrtus communis L. 

Cistus creticus L. 

Dodonaea viscosa Jacq. 

Euphorbia terracina L. 

Grevillea juniperina L. 

Laurus nobilis L. 

Lavandula angustifolia Mill. 

Myoporum insulare R. Br. 

Nerium oleander L. 

Olea europaea L. 

Polygala myrtifolia L. 

Prunus avium (L.) L. 

Prunus dulcis (Mill.) D.A. Webb 

Rhamnus alaternus L. 

Rosmarinus officinalis L. 

Spartium junceum L. 

Vinca species 

Westringia fruticosa (Willd) Druce 

Westringia glabra L. 

Next steps 

 Please talk to your local Plant Health inspector about X. 
fastidiosa and if any changes are needed to your plant 
passport authorisation in the coming months. 

 Check the genera you grow to see if they are in the above 
list. 

 Familiarise yourself with X. fastidiosa, use the fact sheet 
as a guide to check your plants for symptoms and notify 
your local Plant Health Inspector if you suspect the 
disease. 

 Defra has been in discussions with some stakeholders 
including the HTA and some businesses. PHSI will be 
developing a guide document to include more information 
and appropriate actions to take in the next few months. 

 
Early symptoms of X. fastidiosa on 

Cherry 



 

More information 

There is more information on X. fastidiosa at the following sources: 

 Defra Plant Health risk register 
 European Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO) 
 EPPO photos 
 Forestry Commission 
 Defra fact sheet on X. fastidiosa 
 The current EU Decision 2015/789 (to be replaced by the new Decision). 
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APHAGov 
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@APHAgovuk 

Animal and Plant Health Agency 

Plant Health and Seeds Inspectorate 

Room 10GA02/04, The National Agri-food Innovation Campus, Sand Hutton, York, YO41 1LZ 

Telephone: 01904 405138 

Email: planthealth.info@apha.gsi.gov.uk 

© 2015 Animal and Plant Health Agency. All rights reserved. 

 

http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJwljslqxDAQRL_GOgrttg465BIIhDnMDwxaemxh2XK0TCBfH4VAUcWjaLq8WX_SV0fBCE85gsPG9JnXj8GESMlQNIxQSRnRlFPFNOZESI411ZpMgtgEpdVmW8zn3y32GfcdbcZaErgTi1iCEkHPXjvQki1zmJ2jyqEK5QXlZg8wV8nh8c8PqtRMUDJba1ed-NvE3ocq-F4AP6FYHOA5fM2v8WhU1xa_R5RY9zussTYoA1ExwZ746GfJSo2hubeU8z72Hb-aFU3n
http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJxtj81KxDAYRZ-mWYb8axZZzEJhQAqKgruSJplpmLRfTFKLPr0Rt8LdnAN3cZy5fqePHXkjHOUorDamJ7ieOxMiJUPRMEIlZURTThXTmBMhOdZUazIIYlMorTbbImy_X-wA7ze0GMft_czFLBgTjjk2-yCVENzpi_RSz6iG8hnKaNdgcgE__fFElbojKJmltTzw08Ae-47jwCFnwHFrHZ_fTi-n8fU8PnSoObho09QgR1e7eP9KISU7XWxt0Ueo9l-Jl7aiYrzd8LpvBZTqObC3BHDrFesPGhBcAA
http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJwljstqwzAURL_GWgq9LEcLLbpooBC6TldBr9gmsq4qX4fSr69CYWA4MAMn2Pk3fx8kWhW4JGlza77A_NGZsXEUZLWC8ZELZrjkWhgqmRolNdwYNijmcmq4o8MVyutLA9DjQRbLwxSnGJX2xkzm5O_KJx9dcEGqk_F3sqf2TO3TbcnWBvH2zzeu9cRItgti3Qf5NohzzxxpqhXoWrATuh8ova9fl_fza1EXQNhJs9EVuh2lgdZdDg7MAI_utP0BOxhJog
http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJw1jktqxDAQRE9j7SJa37EWWswmEAi5wqDI7Q8juSeybCc5fRRCoBZVD4qq6Kfv9LGzwesoFMMclvRK00vLAMZItngJwggJTihhpeMKtFHcCeeg0xASlrrVUBdaf7s8Et_vbPYgJEY0ykZlxks_SgQLqPveaCOEVWzDcmB5Cxn9o9Bw-8s3Ye0FWPJzrY9OXTv53HSeJx-p4FbLF5_oaBON_pNm3xHnp6AOzJ-s-CGsPO9rIWvbRdprIrq3Z_kHYoxLRg
http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJwlj01uxCAMhU8z7IogISQsWMxmpEpVF71A5ICToBBIgUx_Tl-iSpbt71lP1jN6-fWfJ7FaGN4S3MH5t7i8Vmas6xridMN4xxumeMtlo2jLRNdSxZViN8HAYyq5QHExXF5qIj03suqBDaafJyUmsAIGKwbslezaQXEUhk0kY3pieocd9ZGiHf955FL2jHi9lnLkW3u_NY9aGc2ZkM6YgFqca1_isz6qp2N1X3Ukl7cPXFwumC7VQygvK4Iva0UbzbljKLnuIRY3O5g8jtZlhIyX-v3j0Xt4QC7Oupjhik0PO5OkLQS6nyFFKWvkeBYf41aT7n87S2ko
http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJwlj0GLwyAQhX9NvFUcjRoPHso2hYXSUw-9FWumaaiJWavLsr9-DQvDPL6BN7zn7fgbvgoZbOtBEJzdFE5x_KzMmJScTJYzkMCZAQGKGypYKwU1YAxrWuYCpvzOLk9x2bzUR1pe5GnNwLRG3ikAITk-3F3epdZ-gAd4JzvyxvSN6exmtGuKw-2fb6CUZiTYZ85rI_YNP9bBknYBf2jVuLoq9RZwdGHn45JxyZX7c12X62VziGNJUyMOH_2pv9YvYutwYLozJNnBLXQuS4pK1QKx5BDjq-ae_wBfbFIE
http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJwljssKwjAURL-mWYZ787JZZOFGEMRfkJimD0x7a0wt-PVGhNmcxZyZ4IZPem6scyqgZHH2U7rQcK4MoLVgkxOAGgVYlGiE5RKUltyitdAo8Cnm8iq-TLT8ujwQ3x5sdAJ76BV6xP6gQ69CK-5tkFG3RnURDXvF_I756ufo1kzd7c83NOYALLmxlLWRx0acavZ95wO9q7mCX0fPsuv8wudtyWRM_UFbSUSPOj9_ARzQQcA
http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJwtjsFuwyAQRL_GHNEuGKw9cPClaaWq6h9EZA2JFWxSjGOpX1-qVprLG81oht31O33tYnI9oxZh8XN6z9e3xgDGKDE7BWhQAaFGq0hq6I2WhETQ9eBTKHWrvs55_e1KznK_i5sDtMSGfKBpuASOMRIOjFGzYbI9iC2UZygffgnuUfJ0_uMzWjuASO5W62Pr9Nipl6bjOGT0HC4539vE0qzx83U85acobvKrXPa1ZGvbo7zX9J_6AfvbRaA
http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJwljstqwzAQRb_GWooZPaOFFt0UCqW_EBR5YpvIHleWU-jXV6FwNwfuK8fpt3yfYowmoxa0pqV88vTRGcBaJZaoAC0qCKjRqSA1GKtlwBBgMJAK1Xa01BbeXlmZWZ4PMUdzyyFgMndPmdDSBQkIvb3cjR69v4mD6pPqV1op7pXH6z9f0TkPosS5tf0Y9Nug3rvaz9Ia1d6-dkr7nCZ-9p0ax7TJ9dwqO9fv8NkK8-Pl-wMxa0Uy
mailto:planthealth.info@apha.gsi.gov.uk

