
Do the plants and/or plant 

products I trade in require a 

plant passport?

Requires a PP ✓
• All plants for planting

• Some seeds

• Seed potatoes

• Some wood products

• Full list on GOV.uk

Does not require a PP 
• Fruit

• Cut flowers

• Most seeds

• Ware potatoes

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/issuing-plant-passports-to-trade-plants-in-great-britain


Grower/ Wholesaler

Do the plants or plant products you use 

require a plant passport?

See the gov.uk guidance if you’re not 

sure.

N: You do not need to be 

authorised to issue plant 

passports.

N: Are you the first operator within the 

supply chain?

Y: Are you already authorised to issue 

plant passports?
Y: You can start issuing plant 

passports. You will need to submit 

an application to be re-authorised 

annually. 

Y: You will need to be authorised to issue plant 

passports and you will need to attach the plant 

passport(s) before the goods are moved. You must 

keep a record of any passport you have issued and to 

which professional operator that passport was 

supplied.

N: Does the consignment meet the below criteria?

1. It is not split down into new units and sent to 

different locations

2. The characteristics of the plants do not 

change, i.e. you do not grow them on or repot 

them

3. The plants remain pest and disease free

Y: You do not need to be authorised to issue your 

own plant passport as it can move on under its 

existing passport. You must still record who received 

plant passports from and which professional operators 

you supplied them to.

N: You will need to issue your own new passports and be 

authorised to do so.

For example if you are a grower/ wholesaler and you split down 

units to send to multiple locations, you will need to passport the 

new units, and be authorised to do so.

If it does meet these criteria but you wish to issue your own 

passport for business reasons, you may choose to do so, as long 

as you are authorised.

You must keep a record of any passport you have issued and to 

which professional operator that passport was supplied.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/issuing-plant-passports-to-trade-plants-in-the-eu#when-you-need-a-plant-passport


Professional landscaper / gardener

Do the plants or plant products you trade in require a 

plant passport?

See the gov.uk guidance if you’re not sure.

N: You do not need to be authorised to 

issue plant passports.

N: Do you supply plants only to private gardens?

Y: You do not need to be authorised to issue plant passports.  The 

plants you are supplied with should have plant passports.

You should keep a record of who supplied you with the passported 

plants

N: You will need to be authorised to 

issue plant passports if you supply 

other professional operators, such as 

councils or housing associations. To 

apply for authorisation see the ‘Apply 

to be authorised’ section on gov.uk.

You must keep a record of any 

passport you have issued and to 

which professional operator that 

passport was supplied.

Y: Are you already authorised to issue plant 

passports?

Y: You can start issuing plant passports. 

You will need to submit an application to 

be re-authorised annually. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/issuing-plant-passports-to-trade-plants-in-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/issuing-plant-passports-to-trade-plants-in-the-eu


Retailer

Do the plants or plant products you trade in 

require a plant passport?

See the gov.uk guidance if you’re not sure.

N: You do not need to be 

authorised to issue plant 

passports.

In stores: Do you split batches of 

plants received from your supplier 

before sending them on to your 

shop(s)?

Y: You will need to be authorised to 

issue plant passports for each new 

batch of plants you create, unless the 

passports are already attached to the 

appropriate units, e.g. every individual 

pot.

To apply for authorisation see the 

‘Apply to be authorised’ section on 

gov.uk. 

You must keep a record of all plants 

passports you issue.

N: You do not need to be 

authorised to issue plant 

passports.  The plants you 

are supplied with should have 

plant passports, and you must 

record who supplied you with 

those plant passports.

Y: Are you already 

authorised to issue plant 

passports?
Y: You can start issuing plant 

passports. You will need to 

submit an application to be 

re-authorised annually. 
N: Do you sell plants in stores or 

online?

If both, please follow both strands of 

the flowchart.

Online: You will need to be 

authorised to issue plant 

passports for each customer 

order. To apply for 

authorisation see the ‘Apply 

to be authorised’ section on 

gov.uk. You should keep a 

record of all passports you 

have issued, however if you 

are supplying private 

gardeners you do not need to 

record who you supplied the 

passport to.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/issuing-plant-passports-to-trade-plants-in-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/issuing-plant-passports-to-trade-plants-in-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/issuing-plant-passports-to-trade-plants-in-the-eu

