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2 In this document, the term ‘petiole’ is used interchangeably with ‘rachis’; a rachis is the stalk/petiole 
of a compound leaf.  Ash has compound leaves. 
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3 The term seedling is used interchangeably with sapling in this document 
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4 Recent plantings is defined as having been planted in the last 5 years; UK National Plant Protection Organisation, February 
2013 
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5  A pathway description typically identifies a geographic origin, a host plant or plants and the intended use of the host. Other 

pathways including entry on other commodities or by natural means should be considered. 
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6 Pest entry includes an assessment of the likelihood of transfer to a suitable host (ISPM No. 11, FAO, Rome) 
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7 ‘Seedlings’ is the term used by the correspondent 
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8  ISPM No 5. defines spread as the expansion of the geographic distribution of a pest within an area. Note that just because an 
organism can move or be transported quickly, does not mean that it will spread quickly, i.e. it also has to establish. 
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9  An area where ecological factors favour the establishment of a pest whose presence in the area will result in economically 
important loss (see Glossary Supplement No. 2) [FAO, 1995] 
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Appendix 1 (continued):   Table to provide guidance regarding the use of the uncertainty rating within the EPPO PRA Scheme 
Alan MacLeod 09/03/2011; revised 28/04/2011 

Uncertainty Interpretation / Meaning Examples to justify the uncertainty rating  Certainty 

Low There is little doubt about the 
assessment and the risk rating 

The assessor is confident 

 

There is direct relevant evidence to support the assessment.  

The situation can easily be predicted. 

There are reliable / good quality data sources (e.g. for pest records data 
provided by NPPOs/RPPOs). 

The interpretation of data/information is straight forward. 

Data/information are available from a peer reviewed journal article. 

Data/information are not controversial, contradictory 

Personal communication is from experts regarded as specialists on the 
question raised.  

High 

Medium  There is some doubt about the 
assessment and the risk rating 

The assessor has some 
confidence 

There is some evidence to support the assessment. 

Some evidence for the prediction of the situation is available, but this prediction  
may be unreliable 

Some information is indirect, e.g. data from a other species has been used as 
supporting evidence,  

The interpretation of the data is to some extent ambiguous or contradictory.  

Medium 

 

High There is considerable doubt 
about the assessment and  the 
risk rating 

The assessor has little 
confidence 

There is no direct evidence to support the assessment, e.g. only data from 
other species have been used as supporting evidence 

The situation cannot be readily predicted because the evidence is poor, and 
difficult to interpret, e.g. because it is strongly ambiguous. 

The information sources are considered to be of low quality or contain 
information that is unreliable, e.g., because it is strongly contradictory. 

 

Low 
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